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San Juan Historical 

Society & Museum 
 

winter 2013 

Annual Membership Meeting  

and Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
 

Tuesday, March 12, at 5:30 pm 

in the Etta Egeland Resource Center 
 

Please join us for our annual membership meeting and election of 

Board of Trustee officers for the coming year. All members of the      

Society are invited and encouraged to attend. We will also be honoring 

our volunteers who provide so much needed support to the museum 

throughout the year. Light dinner fare and refreshments will be served.  

 

Come hear updates on current and future projects. Learn about our 

first barn exhibit which will detail the history of the once vibrant    

fishing industry in and around San Juan Island. 

Remembering Dodie 
Sadly, we have lost another member of 

our museum family. Long-time Board 

Member and advocate for the museum 

Dodie Gann passed away Christmas 

Eve, at her Red Mill Farm home.   

 

Dodie served in many volunteer          

capacities at the museum over the years. 

She held several Board positions        

including President and Treasurer. Her 

quick wit, straight to the point approach 

and unassuming manner will be fondly         

remembered. We are grateful for her many contributions to the museum and 

for the difference she made.   

 

Dodie led a full and active life. She was team captain of the 1948 Winter    

Olympic U.S. ski team, an accomplished pilot and an early advocate of land        

preservation on San Juan Island. She also loved animals and was a founder 

of the Animal Protection Society of Friday Harbor.  

 

Dodie also had a fondness for history and she cared a great deal about the        

museum. Dodie’s legacy will remain a part of the museum as we recently 

learned that the museum was named as a beneficiary of her estate. As a    

result, the Dodie Gann Endowment Fund will be established and will provide 

a source of sustained support for the museum. Thank you Dodie. 

Dodie Gann 1922—2012 

Photo courtesy of San Juan Preservation Trust 

& Jane Fox 
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Barn exhibit update 
Last year’s big news  was completion of the barn 

expansion project. Next, exhibits will be staged 

depicting the past core industries of San Juan 

Island: farming, fishing, logging and the lime 

industry. Currently, the barn houses an exhibit  

about the pioneer Crook family at English Camp, 

which will remain a part of the new space. 

 

Through the new exhibits, we will show how 

farming, fishing, logging, and the lime industry 

became the mainstays of the island economy. 

How abundant fish hauls launched local         

canneries. We’ll tell stories of the people who 

played a role in this largely bygone era. The new 

exhibit space will provide a venue to come to in 

order to get a true sense of what these once     

vibrant industries were about.  

 

The first exhibit will highlight the storied San 

Juan Island fishing industry focusing on salmon 

and the famed Salmon Bank. Interpretation of 

fishing methods used by Native Americans, reef 

netting, fish traps gill & purse seining, will be 

illustrated. Homage will be paid to the former    

island canneries, Friday Harbor Packing      

Company and Jackson's Cannery. 

 

Artist renderings detailed below depict how the 

proposed exhibit will look. Key elements will  

entail walking on a “dock” through the display  

area from the perspective of fish which will be 

mounted above. Wall panels will show fishing 

methods used and a recreated cannery section 

will showcase the canning process.  
(continued pg. 5, Exhibit) 

 
Artist renderings courtesy of Peter Chan 



Saturday, April 20, 6:30 pm 

Author talk—Richard Blumenthal 

Book discussion, Maritime Place Names: Inland Washington Waters 
This new reference book covers the waters of Puget Sound, the San Juan Islands, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and the 

Pacific Coast of Washington. The book "includes every named island, bay, point, inlet, pass, harbor, channel, strait, 

canal, passage, peninsula, rock, head, bank, bight, cove, lagoon, spit, sound, canal and shoal identified on current 

nautical charts," Blumenthal says. "The book generally identifies the individual who named the place, when, why 

and for whom. In many cases, it also identifies the chart where the name first appeared." The publication also      

contains a large number of aerial images, panoramic sketches and historical charts. 
 

Saturday, May 11, 6 pm 

Sam Buck II Night 

Book discussion, The Bucks Stopped Here 
We welcome Sam the 2nd back to the museum for another evening of great tales by a San Juan Island original. Sam 

will discuss his new book which recounts the history of the Buck family in the San Juans from his fathers chance 

visit to Orcas Island in 1918 to the impressive legacy of the Bucks in the San Juans.  

 

Friday, May 17, 7 pm 

Mike Vouri Lecture  

The Crook House: A San Juan Island Icon  
San Juan Island National Historical Park’s Chief of Interpretation and Historian Mike Vouri will provide details 

about the Crook House at English Camp. Beginning with the construction by William and Jim Crook in 1900 to  

today. The National Park Service has exciting plans for this structure which has never been open to the public. The 

event happens on the eve of the Historical Home Tour.  

 

Saturday, May 18, 11am—4pm 

Historical Home Tour—Annual Fundraiser 
This is a rare opportunity to tour several unique San Juan Island historic homes and a chance to help the museum’s 

fundraising goals for this year.  A highlight of this years tour will be the opportunity to tour the interior of the Crook 

house at English Camp, and the officer’s quarters at American Camp. The National Park Service has graciously   

offered to open these two historic structures just for this event. Further details will be forthcoming.  

Upcoming events 

Thanks to those who make a difference 
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History Lives Here, Heritage Month in the San Juan Islands 

 WINTER 2013  

Visitors come 

to the San 

Juan Islands 

for many   

r e a s o n s      

including the 

n a t u r a l   

beauty, orca 

whales and 

the variety of outdoor activities, to name but a 

few. People also visit for our  history. Our       

history is close to the surface and is visible in 

many places: our historic buildings, scenic      

vistas and areas that remain mostly as they 

were, such as San Juan Island National Park’s 

American Camp and English Camp. 

The process of branding the month of May in the 

San Juans as a historical themed destination, 

has begun. Starting this May, historical themed 

events will include our Historical Home Tour, 

lectures on a variety of local historical topics, 

historic walking tours and more. 

 

Our partners include the San Juan Islands    

Visitor’s Bureau, San Juan Island National   

Historical Park, Town of Friday Harbor, and  

Orcas and Lopez Historical Museums. We hope 

in the coming years to make the month of May in 

the San Juans a destination for history buffs and 

those interested is learning more about our past. 

Stay tuned, a full calendar of events will be 

listed in the next newsletter. 
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What are they? 

Help solve a mystery or two! The two objects pictured below are part of the collection and we need 

your help in finding out what they are. We have guessed to our heart’s content and would appreciate 

any insight. If you know for sure or have a good idea we want to hear from you! Thank you! 

From the photo archive collection…. 

This c. 1899 image (at left) 

shows the new Number 2 

Schoolhouse beside the    

original log Number 2 

Schoolhouse, which was   

established in 1880. 

Shown in later years (at right) the “new”  

Number 2 Schoolhouse had seen much 

better days. Left vacant after outlying 

schools were consolidated to Friday     

Harbor it was eventually torn down. The 

wood was salvaged and used for additions 

to Clyde Sundstrom’s barn and home. All 

that remains today is the appropriately 

named Number 2 Schoolhouse Road. 



PAGE 5 SAN JUAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM  

 

WINTER 2013  

To all our contributors, your support makes a difference! Thank You!!!!  

Memorial donations 

Barbara Fry 

Al & Deanna Spooner—Sundstrom 

Georgia Baciu 
 

Mary McFadden 

Ruthe Ramirez 
 

Bill Lyons 

Ruthe Ramirez 
 

Edith Martel 

Ruthe Ramirez 

John Wade 

Patrick & Marti Hughes 

Margaret Jenison 

Bob Guard 

Kenneth & Sharon Doherty 
 

Mildred Sandwith 

John Wade 

Bob Guard 

Glenn & Janice Wahlbrink 
 

Henry Gallenger 

Eunice Normet 
 

Wilfred & Juanita Rouleau 

Ed & Barbara Rouleau 
 

Etta Egeland 

Ed & Barbara Rouleau 
 

Hallie Stephens 

Ed & Barbara Rouleau 
 

Donations, New & Renewing Members (since last newsletter publication) 

Business Members 

Store More Storage 

 Jeanie & Jim Garrett 

Allen County Public Library 

 

Individuals & Families 

Bill LaPorte 

Donna & Eugene Alexander 

Sheron Johnson 

Ed & Barbara Rouleau 

Tex & Ruby Blankenburg 

Glenn & Diane Kaufman 

Jane Stoddard 

Gary & Jeanne Turner 

Jody Burns 

Mary Ellen Judge 

Eunice Normet 

Dean & Leslie Kayler 

Jerry & Cindy Mullis 

Malcolm & Janet McWhorter 

Bertram & Janet Gaulke 

Sharron Crinean 

Sonya Ahrend Flaherty 

Dan & Eileen Drath 

Patrick & JoAnn Ballenger 

Virginia McGeary 

Sharon (Boyce) Ballough 

Jim & Jackie Huesman 

Arne & Judy Bentzen 

Diane Timm 

Rachel Merz & Brian Clark 

Richard Smith 

Craig & Jill Dorsey 

Patti & Greg Black 

Alice Hurd 

Ruthe Ramirez 

Shirley Lothrop 

Tracy & Mark McClintock 

Chris & Batsy Pope 

Garreth Jeffers 

Colin & Mary Hermans 

Pam & King Fitch 

Phebe & Robert Hirschel 

Shaun Hubbard 

Joyce Sobel 

Ann Irish 

William & Patricia Galligan 

Sheron Wotton Johnson 

Rob & Teddy McGregor 

David & Phyllis Adelman 

Donna & Larry Burton 

Dean & Leslie Kayler 

Kevin Roth 

Doris Miller 

Ted Middleton 

John & Louise Dustrude 

Grace Swan 

Susan Swan-Esposito 

Jim & Minnie Kynch 

Kathleen & Al Commins 

Sondra & David Bayley 

Carolyn Haugen 

Noel & Lois Gallenger 

(Exhibit, continued from pg. 2) 

Exhibit construction of this first “Museum of   

Industries” component begins this summer with 

a targeted opening in early 2014. 

 

Over the past ten years we’ve invested over 

$100,000 in expanding and upgrading the barn 

structure. This was accomplished through 

grants, individual and corporate financial        

donations. 

 

The current budget for each of the four exhibits 

stands at $25,000. Exhibits will include artifacts 

backed by photographic murals; interactive multi

-media presentations; and hands-on activities to 

touch, push, pull and manipulate.  

 

The overall exhibit project is a large undertaking 

requiring significant financial support to fulfill 

our vision. We are excited by the potential that 

exists and sincerely hope you will join us in our 

quest to make our vision a reality.  

 

We need your help! Please consider investing 

in helping us tell the story of the industries that 

played a dominant role in our history. Help us to 

educate visitors and local residents on these    

important elements of our past. Please help us 

establish an important community asset.  

 

You can use the back page form and enclosed  

envelope to make a donation. For more             

information, please contact Director Kevin Loftus 

at 378-3949 or museum_admin@sjmuseum.org 



San Juan Historical Museum 

Post Office Box 441 

323 & 405 Price Street 

Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
 

Return service requested 
 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE  

P A I D 

Friday Harbor 

 WA 98250 

PERMIT NO. 18 

      

Please detach this form at dotted line and return with your donation  
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State & Zip ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (________)______________________________  Email _______________________________________ 
 

This is a (check one)   Renewing Membership     New Membership 
 

 Annual membership contribution: $ _____________ (amount of your choosing) 

 

 I wish to donate $__________ to the Barn Exhibit Project, Museum of Industries 
 

Please make payable to San Juan Historical Museum, PO Box 441, Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
 

The San Juan Historical Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, tax i.d.# 23-7022221. 

 

The museum is a recipient of 2013 grant funding from the San Juan County lodging tax funds. Thanks to the San Juan County Council and 
their lodging tax advisory committee for this grant award. We thank the islands lodging owners and their guests for their continued financial 
support of the museum. Proceeds derived from this grant help to defray operating expenses. 


