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and Griffin Cuomo help move larger equipment to  

off-site storage as we continue to develop the MHI. 

San Juan Historical 

Society & Museum 
 

Winter 2014 

San Juan Historical 

Society & Museum 
 

PO Box 441 

323 & 405 Price Street  

Friday Harbor, WA 98250 

360-378-3949 

www.sjmuseum.org 

www.historicsanjuans.org 

Like us on Facebook 
 

~~~~~~ 
 

Administrative 

Office Hours 
 

Monday thru Thursday 

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 

Museum Tours 

November—March* 

By appointment 
 

April 

Saturdays 1 –4 pm 
 

*or by appointment 

Please call 378 - 3949  
 

~~~~~~~~ 
 

Board of Trustees 
 

 Mary Jean Cahail,  

President 

Open, Vice President 

Kathie Reitan, Treasurer 

Romona Jones, Secretary 

Mary Jane Anderson 

Mary Jo Bolte 

Robin Jacobson 

Christine Minney 

Don Nixon 

  

 

Legal Counsel 

Carla J. Higginson 
 

~~~~~~ 

Staff 
 

Kevin Loftus, Director 

 

Over the winter the 

steering committee 

for the Museum of      

History and Industry 

(MHI) project has 

been developing the 

specific structure and content of the initial 

exhibits within the barn from the general 

ideas presented last year. We have been 

guided by design sketches done by Peter 

Chan, visits to other museums, extensive 

local advice, and the realities of the    

available space.  

 

We have also changed our earlier decision 

to present the MHI as primarily a warm 

weather facility and are now planning to 

provide heat in the building. This will   

allow a much greater use of the museum 

by school groups through the winter. In  

turn, it will strengthen our educational  

position in applying for various grants. It 

will also provide a more stable                   

environment for the preservation of the 

artifacts in the displays.  

 

We have removed a collection of           

agricultural equipment in the central     

portion of the barn to off-site storage in 

preparation for the insulation work that 

will allow for efficient heating later. Once 

that work is done, the partition              

construction in that part of the barn will be 

completed. 

 

The first area to open will be the summary 

displays in the entrance atrium. In addition 

to the video presentation of island         

development and the introductory material 

in the entry areas to the                      

FISHING, FARMING, LOGGING, and 

LIME wings, a generous donation will 

make possible the planned 3-D map of the 

island in the center of this space.  

 

The layout plan for the FISHING wing is 

complete and construction there will     

follow that in the atrium. We are very   

happy to report that Roche Harbor Resort 

has offered to underwrite the development 

of the LIME wing. As a result, that exhibit 

will follow FISHING and planning for 

those displays are in the early stages. 

 

As always, we are interested in improving 

our collection of items and information. In 

particular, we would like to have more 

fishing material for consideration for use 

in those displays. Contributions of     

equipment, pieces of boats, photographs 

and stories from our general period of   

interest (1850-1950) would be greatly   

appreciated. We also need more members 

to be actively engaged in this project. 

Please call Director Kevin Loftus if you 

have any amount of time you can give. 

    

 
 

Moving right along with the MHI 

*Partial funding of the barn expansion project was made possible by grants from the Heritage Capital Project Fund 

administered by the Washington State Historical Society. 

- Don Nixon, MHI Steering Committee 
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The Milk House is one of the four original buildings    

remaining from the King family farming era. Dating from 

the early 1900’s, it stands as a significant remnant of a 

largely bygone agricultural era on San Juan Island. 

 

With major restoration work completed in recent years on 

most of the other buildings on the museum campus, the 

milk house was the last building needing attention to    

address the deteriorated condition of the structure. A  

combination of the elements and time had resulted in        

extensive rot and decay to the small structure.  

 

Architectural historian and museum member Boyd Pratt, 

developed an action plan to ensure as much of the        

historical fabric of the structure was maintained. Local 

contractors, Alan Smith of Hoot Creek Construction and 

Albert Gonzales of Local Islands Roofing were chosen to  

perform the necessary work.  

 

The scope of work included the replacement of the asphalt 

shingle roof with period correct cedar shingles. Structural 

elements were evaluated and new material was integrated 

where needed. Individual boards of siding were replaced 

as necessary with the exact pattern, which is still being 

manufactured. A period correct window replaced the   

existing rear Plexiglas window for a historically accurate 

look. Lastly, new siding and structural members were 

treated with a light milk wash paint to maintain the      

interior patina while the exterior was entirely painted.  

 

The project was funded through a San Juan County      

Historic Preservation Grant and contributions from      

individual donors. Significant cost savings were realized 

through discounts on materials through Browne’s Home 

Center and an in-kind donation of labor from contractor 

Alan Smith. Additional savings were realized by replacing 

only what elements needed replacing. As a result, the   

project came in well under the original budget amount! 

 

We have now completed the series of major restoration 

projects which we have been working on for the past five 

years. With help from many, we have ensured that our 

historic structures will continue to serve as important   

reminders of the past.  

 

Our thanks to the San Juan County Council, Browne’s 

Home Center, Alan Smith of Hoot Creek Homecraft,      

Albert Gonzales of Local Islands Roofing, Boyd Pratt and 

a number of individual donors for your help in making 

this project possible.   

 

Milk house restoration 

During: Contractor Alan Smith working his magic. 

After: The end result nearly leaves us speechless! 

Before: A picture worth a thousand words? 
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We thank you for your support! 

Memorial donations 

New & Renewing Members and Donations (since last newsletter publication) 

Business Members 

Harbor Rental & Saw Shop 

Discovery Inn 

 

Individuals & Families 

Alice Berenz 

Sharon (Boyce) Ballough 

June Vynne 

Bill Harrah 

Robert Guard 

Patrick & JoAnn Ballenger 

Marge & Trim Scribner 

Bill LaPorte 

Frank & Pat Lacy 

Shaun Hubbard  

& Harold Kawaguchi 

David & Phyllis Adelman 

Janis & Don Crosby 

Diane & Ted Buganski 

Patricia Fairweather 

Jerry & Cindy Mullis 

Rick Galer 

Pat Ball 

Caron Boyce-Touliatos 

Kitty Roberts 

Ellis, Shelle, Sky & Isla Cropper 

Detlef & Kathleen Wieck 

Dale Marble 

Rob & Teddy McGregor 

Irene Vandersluys 

Dan & Eileen Drath 

Patti & Greg Black 

Ruthe Ramirez 

Francie Hansen 

Alice Hurd 

Sheron Johnson 

Mark & Mary Jane Anderson 

Rachel Merz & Brian Clark 

Diane Timm 

Thomas & Darlene McCarthy 

Margaret Gambill 

Chris & Betsy Pope 

Doris Miller 

Shirley Lothrop 

Tracy & Mark McClintock 

JoAnne Campbell 

Pam & King Fitch 

Noel & Lois Gallanger 

Margaret Stack 

Bertram & Arlene Gaulke 

Ed & Barbara Rouleau 

Patrick & Marti Hughes 

Carolyn Haugen 

Kip Roberts 

Jeanie & Jim Garrett 

Marge & Trim Scribner 

 

Kip Roberts 

Margaret McRae 

Kristy Wade 

Jerome Hammond 

Cleave Vandersluys 

JoAnne Campbell 

 

Harry “Tiny” Youngberg 

Etta Tuck-Hill 

John Wade 

Margaret Ann King 

John Wade 

 

Kendo Yasuda 

Haru (Yasuda) Matsumura 

Juanita & Wilfred Rouleau 

Etta Egeland 

Ed Tuck 

Jack McMurray 

Gary & Shawna Yasuda 

 

Neil Tarte 

Choichi & Sharonne Shimizu 

 

Etta Egeland 

Juanita Rouleau 

Barbara & Ed Rouleau 

 

Harry “Tiny” Youngberg 

Don W. Lowe 

Ed & Angela “Peg” Tuck 

Kendo Yasuda 

S. Joyce Tuck-Lowe 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank & Pat Lacy 

John Wade 

JoAnn & Patrick Ballenger 

Barbara & John Baldwin 

Shaun Hubbard & Harold Kawaguchi 

David & Karen Kratter 

Anne & Cort Bell 

Caron Boyce-Touliatos 

Ellis, Shelle, Sky & Isla Cropper 

Barbara Adams 

Dale Marble 

Rob & Teddy McGregor 

Barry & Debbie Bartmaster 

Julie Packard 

Ruthe Ramirez 

Alice Hurd 

David & Sondra Bayley 

Christy Marble 

Pamela & King Fitch 

Anthony Mazzarella 

Sidney Thorson 

Christian & Lea Andrade 

Katy & Jim Nollman 

Mary Karen Ryan 

Teresa DeGraff 

Scott & Tori Zehner 

Mark Swinge 

Jim & Patsy Scribner 

Patrick & Marti Hughes 

Carolyn Haugen 

Gary & Shawna Yasuda 

Harbor Rental & Saw Shop 

Jason & Danielle Napier 

Jason & Danielle Napier 

Susan Swindells 

 

MHI Contributors 
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Please detach this form at dotted line and return with your donation  
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State & Zip ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (________)______________________________  Email _______________________________________ 
 

This is a (check one)   Renewing Membership     New Membership 
 

 Annual membership contribution: $ _____________ (amount of your choosing) 

 

I wish to donate $____________ to the SJI Museum of History and Industry (Barn Exhibit Project) 
 

Please make payable to San Juan Historical Museum, PO Box 441, Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
 

The San Juan Historical Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, tax i.d.# 23-7022221. 

 

The museum is a recipient of 2014 grant funding from San Juan County lodging tax funds.  We thank the San Juan County Council and their 
lodging tax advisory committee for this grant award. We thank the islands lodging owners and their guests for their continued financial     
support of the museum. Proceeds derived from this grant help to defray operating expenses. 


